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me 


“FS ee 01 
a/ Story & Att Ai) Taketiko | ine 


Based on the novel Musashi” by Eiji Yostikal yl 


oe » 





& 





SAVE OUR 
VILLAGE? 




















MUST SAVE 
OUR 
VILLAGE. 








GOING TO 
TRAIN?! 








a li eT 
Sh te 3 i gies A TO 
rr etal’ Bias BE LIKE 


- sok HIM... 
HAVE TO 
TRAIN LIKE ~ 
HIM. 











HEY, 
COME ON! 


LETS DO 
SOME 
TRAINING, 
KOJIRO! 

















I 
/TOLD HIM 
/ To walt 
FOR ME 
WHILE I WAS| 
RELIEVING 


HATS 
ALL THIS 
ATTENTION 
YOU'RE 























YOURE 
4s, SUPPOSED TO 
| BE WORKING// 
WHAT THE 
HELL ARE 
YOU DOING!? 


YOU SEE 
HOW OUR 


FATHER’S 


AROUND WITH 
THAT KID?! 



























































HE WAS SO 
CUTE WHEN 
HE WAS 
THREE OR 
FOUR... 





A 
colo ZOMBIE... 
HAVE KNOWN 
TD SPEND 
MY TWILIGHT 
YEARS LIKE 








FROM THE 
HEAVENS... 






ANYTHING 
FOR YOU. 





LIVES BY THE 
SWORD NO 
LONGER 
EXISTS. 


.-YOU'RE 
EVERYTHING 
TO ME... 




















I GUESS IT'S 
TOO LOUD 


. HERE. YOU 
) CANT RELAX /\_) 
“Ux AND EAT. 
y 









NO ONE 
ELSE IN THIS 
VILLAGE CAN 

TAKE ON 

MASTER 










PLEASE 
HELP), 
us} 


SOMETIMES, 
THE ONES 
THAT AREN'T 
ATTRACTIVE 
ARE TURNED 


GIRL TURNS 
FOURTEEN, 
SHE'S SENT 
TO FUDO. 


SHE'S SHE'S 


SUCH A CARING 






































Wie 
Ww 

































































HOW 


IMPOSSIBLE 





























re 
YOU'VE 
THAT'S Ps 
EEN AN 

WHY THE 
A vitaGe OUTSIDER 











--KOIIRO 
IS 
EVERYTHING [ 
TO ME. 











ELDER AND 
THE OTHER 
VILLAGERS 
DON'T SEEM 
TO CARE, 
BUT. 





WE GO WAY 
BACK, EVER 


SINCE MY WIFE 
FIRST NURSED 
KOJIRO. 














I 
SPENT \ 
| MOST OF 


“\ MY LIFE... 
Me 





SEE TO IT 
THAT WE 


CUT EACH 
OTHER 
DOWN. 












f _ You 

















SEE..I'VE 
DEDICATED 
AND MOST OF MY 
ONCE I WAS LIFE TO THE 
AT THE TOP SWORD. 
, I NEEDED 
a TO STAY 
THERE... 


HOW 
TO KNOCK 
DOWN ALL 
CHALLENGERS... 







MY SWORD'S Vesa 
RUSTED. 


AND MY 
SPIRIT'S 
WITHERED. 

















BUT 
TLL MAKE 
SURE WE 
CUT EACH 


PLEASE 
TAKE 
CARE OF 
KOJIRO... 





y 
I FEEL 
LIKE I JUST 
HEARD YOU 
SPEAK FOR 
THE FIRST 
TIME. 


_ 




















FAREWELL, 


KOJIRO... 











#139 | Butterfly 
















pe te WHERED | 
Sie YOU GO, 
ee KOJIRO?! 





AFTER ALL, 
TONIGHT'S 
THE NIGHT 
OF OUR 
ATTACK!! 






















































































Ny Va 


VA 
yh 
)y 


























RIGHT AFTER 
HE EATS/! 


HE STARTS 
DRINKING... 











INCREDIBLE! 
I'VE NEVER 
SEEN SUCH 













































WE'RE 
GOING TO 
DO IT. WELL 
DO WHAT 
, THE OTHERS... 


















HM? A 
LETTER... 
WHAT'S 
IS SAY? 


wre 
Te 
as¥ 
SB 








aR 
<C GATHERED 
ALL THE = 


MEN... 
lj IS IT THAT \. 
YOU REQUEST | 
OF US? 


i} 





y  OIVE 
ACCEPTED... 














I CUT EACH 
OTHER DOWN. 











1 WANT 
YOU ALL TO 


TLL HAVE 
DIED IN 
VAIN IF 
HE ISN'T 
FINISHED. 





GATHER 
YOUR 
WEAPONS. 





=< 
AND 
TOMORROW 
WE'LL ACT 
AS IF 
NOTHING 


"S HAPPENED. 









WE'LL a 
JUST oe 
CONTINUE 


HIDING. 











HAVE TO \ WEAPONS. 
MAKE DO 
WITH HOES, 
SPADES, AND 
BAMBOO 
SPEARS. 


a 

















ALL 


~. Ws 
ees 
Zee 





#140/| Flames 














GOING TO 
CUT FUDO 
DOWN AND 
COME BACK 
ALIVE. 






































































































































#141 
Sword 
Against 
Sword 
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THAN BEING 
ON TOP, IT'S 
BETTER TO 

\ WORK YOUR 
WAY UPHILL... 


THe Way 
=| | OF THE 
SWORD 
IS MAG- 
NIFICENT. 





CuT 
SOMEONE 
FOR THE 

Y FIRST TIME, 























































































































































































































SWING THAT 

LONG SWORD 

AROUND ONE- 
HANDED? 








AND 
YOU, 
KOJIRO... 3 























y THE 
MONSTER’S 
DEAD!! 


| THANKS TO & 


KANEMAKI 
\ SENSEI/! 





PAIN--IT'S 
BURNING. 








ITLL 
BE NICE 
IF A LITTLE 


THIS 25 


I 
ANYMORE. 2M 


PLEASE 
CONSIDER 








THE 
SHACK WE 
LIVE IN 

NOW SUITS 
US FINE. & 


























KOJIRO... 


WHAT WERE 
YOU DOING? 
WHY WERE 

YOU THERE...? 
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YOU STILL 


JUST SWING 
YOUR SWORD 
AROUND AND 
RESORT TO 
(CHEAP 
TRICKS... 
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(pare. 


Po 


LS 
ale I CAN 
EASILY BEST 


\ EVERY } 
\ ADULT 












You 
COMPLETELY 
SEE RIGHT 
\ THROUGH MY 
\ SWORD... 











= SENSE) 
THATS 





























I MADE UP 
MY MIND WHEN 
I SAW THE WAY 
YOU ATTACKED 

FUDO EVEN 
AFTER HE WAS 

ALREADY 





I WON'T 
ALLOW THAT 

MADNESS} 
WITHIN YOU 
TO AWAKEN. 























THERE'S 
AN ENTIRE 
WORLD OF 
SOUND OUT 




















About the Author 


VAGABOND was created by Takehiko Inoue, author 
ofthe bestselling manga SLAM DUNK, with over 
100 milion copies in print worldwide. Inoue 
received the 2000 Media Arts award for Manga 
‘rom the Japanese Ministry of Culture as well as 
the 2000 Kodansha Award for best manga for his 
work on VAGABOND. In 2002, VAGABOND received 
the prestigious Tezuka award for best manga, Most 
recently, Inoue has been nominated for a 2003 
Eisner Award for best writer/artst To date 
VAGABOND has sold over 22 milion copies through 
out the world, In addition to his numerous manga 
titles, Inowe also created the character designs for 
the PlayStation basketball game, ONE QN ONE. 





About VAGABOND and 
Miyamoto Musashi 


Takehiko Inove's VAGABOND, based on Ei 
Yoshikawa's novel MUSASHI isa fictional account 
ofthe life of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645), The 
historical figure Miyamoto Musasti, author of the 
philosophical strategy guide A BOOK OF FIVE 
RINGS, was a master of the sword and Was revered 
as a “swordsaint” He founded the Niten Ichi style 
‘of sword fighting, which is typified by fighting with 
both long and short swords at once—holding the 
long sword with the right hand and the short sword 
with the left Musashi was also @ master of the 
gentler arts'—he was a master of sumée (black ink 
drawings), metalworking, and woodcarving, The 
films that comprise THE SAMURAI TRILOGY directed 
by Hiroshi Inagaki and starring Toshiro Mifune 
were also based on Yoshikawa’s MUSASHI Inspired 
by the huge success of VAGABOND in Japan, in 
2003 NHK produced the historical period drama 
‘MUSASH Also based on Yoshikawa's novel, this 
drama stars Kabuki actor Shinnosuke Ichikawa as 
Musashi and TV star Ryoko Yonekura as Otsu, 


A note on names: 


The names presented within the context of this 
comic are presented in the traditional Japanese 

order—surname followed by first name. “Miyamote 
is Miyamoto Musashi's last name and "Musashi" 1x 
his frst namo The name of the 
VAGABOND, howove, has ba 
tome fet, fast nam second Takelibur 1s the 
futons fat 












Glossary and Extraneous Background 
Information 


Ito Ittosai (Dates unknown) 

Founder of the Itto-ryu school of sword fighting. Before establishing 
his own style, Ittosai is said to have studied a variant of the Chujo- 
ryu style of sword fighting under Kanemaki Jisai’s instruction. 


Sasaki Kojiro 

The legendary archrival of Miyamoto Musashi. Kojiro is believed to 
have studied the Chujo-ryu style of swordsmanship under the 
instruction of either Toda Seigen or Kanemaki Jisai. Kojiro was 
renowned for his Tubame-gaeshi, or “swallow-cut” technique which 
was inspired by the movement of a swallow in flight, 


The Sengoku Period and the Battle of Sekigahara 

The Warring States or Sengoku period (1482-1558) in Japan was a 
time of chaos and conflict. Central authorities, in the form of the 
imperial court and the shogunate, had grown increasingly weaker 
and the land was effectively ruled autonomously by numerous 
daimyo (domainal lords). Looking to expand their spheres of control, 
the daimyo were constantly at war with each other. One daimyo in 
particular, Oda Nobunaga, set out on a mission to unify Japan by 
means of conquest. Incredibly successful, by the time of his assassi- 
nation in 1582, he managed to control approximately one-third of all 
of Japan, One of Nobunaga's chief generals, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, 
became Nobunaga's successor to carry on the quest for unification. 
Through a process of conquest and conciliation, Hideyoshi succeed: 
ed in creating an orderly federation amongst the daimyo, and by 
1590, order was restored to Japan under Hideyoshi's rule. 
Hideyoshi's death in 1598, however, presented the question of suc: 
cession. Most of the daimyo from the domains in the west remained 
loyal to the Toyotomi Clan and its five-year-old heir, Toyotomni 
Hideyori, Tokugawa leyasu, however, loading the major danmyo from 
central and eastern Japan, challenged the Toyotom clan's leader 
ship. The two sides clashed at the Battle of Sekigahara (1600) in 





Mino (located in presont day Gifu Prefecture) where the Tokugawa 
claimed an overwhelming victory. From that point on, the 
Tokugawa clan would effectively rule Japan for the next 250 years. 


Takuan Soho (1573-1645) 

A monk of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, by the time Takuan 
was 37, he was appointed abbot of the leading temple of the Rinzai 
sect, Daitokuji. Takuan was an important figure whose acute and 
brutally honest advice was sought hy influential and powerful fig- 
ures such as Emperor Go Mizuno and the shogun Tokugawa lemitsu 
His correspondance to Yagy Munenori discussing Zen and swords- 
manship entitled THE UNFETTERED MINU has bocome an influential 
treatise in both the areas of philosophy and martial arts. The pickled 
daikon radish, takvan, also bears his namo 





The Yagyu Clan 

Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1627-1606) was the founder 

of the famed Yagyu-Shinkage school of awovd fighting His son 
Yagyu Munenori (1571-1646) was ono of Tokugawa’s key gonovals 
at the Battle of Sekigahara, Munanori wax appointed ax tho official 
fencing instructor of the Tokugawa Clan, and in 1032 the Yagyu 
were appointed as the amarsuke—tesponaible for tho surveillance of 
the daimyo. Although the Yagyu clan hax boon depictod in Kazuo 
Koike’s LONE WOLF AND CUB as tho plottary of the dovntall af Ita 
Ogami, the general Japanese popular culturw tako on the Yayyu Clan 
is more positive. More specifically, Munenort's aon, Yayyu Juboi 
(1607-1650), is viewed as @ wandering hovo protacting the jwople 
from evildoers 











Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) 

A distinguished warrior during the Sengoku period (1482. 18bH) and 
the founder of the renowned Yoshioka school of sword fighting 
Yoshioka Kempo mastered the Kyohachi style of awordmanahip and 
‘then modified it to form the Yoshioka style. In the context of Inoue» 
VAGABOND, as well as in Yoshikawa’s MUSASH/, Yoshioka Seijuro 
and Denshichiro are Kempo's sons who are historically thought to 
have dueled with Miyamoto Musashi on numerous occasions. 


VIZ Graphic Novel $9.95 USA/$14.50 CAN 


editor’s choice 


“,..Inoue's skills as a comics creator makes 
VAGABOND outstanding. This really is one of the 
best comics currently being produced. | buy every 
book as soon as it's published and once you take 
a look yourself, you'll do the same.” 

—Greg McEthatton, icomics.com 


Miyamoto Musashi is destined to be Japan's most 
celebrated samurai, a man revered as a sword-saint. But 
every great warrior needs a worthy rival and Sasaki 
Kojiro is destined toibe Musashi’s legendary opponent in 
the most well-known duel in Japanese history. This 
volume goes into the background and childhood of the 
man famed for his deadly “swallow cut” sword stroke. 
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